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THE FIKST NEWSPAPEK PUBLISHED IN HAKEIS- 
BUKG, PENNSYLVANIA. 

The author of the recently-published " History of Dau- 
phin County," in the chapter devoted to the " Newspaper 
Press of Harrisburg and of the County," states that " there 
are no files of the first newspaper," and " our entire knowl- 
edge consists in the fact that it is stated in the Oracle of 
Dauphin, in 1807, when noting the death of Major Lewis, 
and in the Chronicle, in 1827, when referring to the author- 
ship of the ballad on ' St. Clair's Defeat,' that the first news- 
paper venture at Harrisburg was by Eli Lewis." The first 
number of The Oracle of Dauphin and Harrisburg Advertiser 
was issued October 20, 1792, by John "W. Allen and John 
Wyeth. 

In the Collections of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
will be found No. 3 of Vol. I. of The Harrisburgh Journal and 
the Weekly Advertiser, published on Wednesday, September 
9, 1789, which therefore antedates the publication of the 
Oracle of Dauphin and Harrisburg Advertiser somewhat over 
three years. The Journal was "printed by T. Roberts & 
Co.," who announce in their advertisement at the foot of 
the fourth page, " Subscriptions at Two Dollars per annum, 
Advertisements in English and German Languages, Essays, 
and Letters of Intelligence are thankfully received; and 
Printing in its different Branches is done with Care and 
Expedition." 

In size the paper (four pages) is 10J by 16J inches, with 
twelve columns of printed matter, each three inches wide. 
The title is printed from two-line Minion old-style type, and 
is embellished with a wood-cut representing a globe sup- 
ported by the Goddess of Liberty on one side and Cotten- 
berg on the other, surmounted by the American eagle with 
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outspread wings, encircled by thirteen stars. The motto 
within the scroll beneath we have been unable to decipher. 
The general typographical appearance of the paper will com- 
pare favorably with newspapers of the period. 

The advertising patronage of the number is contained in 
the first column of the first page, and out of five advertise- 
ments two were inserted by the publishers. One reads : 
" To the Public. The Gentlemen that were intrusted 
with Subscription Papers, for the Harrisburgh Journal and 
the "Weekly Advertiser are requested to send them in as 
quick as possible, as the paper is now in circulation, And 
we remain your Humble Servts. T. Roberts & Co." Fol- 
lowing this, Lieut. John Gloninger, of the Troop of Light 
Dragoons, notifies the members to meet at "William Palms, 
in Londonderry township, Oct. 1st., to elect one Captain, 
two Lieutenants and one Cornet. Squire John Kean re- 
quests the owners of a piece of Green Baize, which had 
been stolen, to come forward and prove property; and 
Alexander Graydon, Clerk of the Quarter Sessions, no- 
tifies all persons who have been recommended for Tavern 
Licenses, " that they do not receive an absolute Licence (as 
has been erroneously supposed) which is of no avail against 
the Penalties, on selling Liquors by the small measure with- 
out Licence." Extracts from the Journal of the House of 
Representatives of August 28 fill the remainder of the 



The second page is made up of "Law of the Union," 
comprising "An Act to regulate the collection of the 
Duties imposed by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, 
and on goods, "Wares and Merchandizes imported into the 
United States," and " Foreign Intelligence," from London 
of May 12. 

The third page contains intelligence from Vienna, May 
16 ; Constantinople, April 7 ; "Warsaw, May 2 ; Hamburg, 
June 2 ; Stockholm, May 22 ; Charleston, August 10 ; 
Halifax, August 1 ; New York, August 29 ; Philadelphia, 
September 2 ; and a reprint on " Jealousy," from the Penn- 
sylvania Packet, which concludes : 
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" Now all the good he gets of his wife, 
She wears the breeches, he the horns for life." 

Under an embellished heading, the first column of the 
fourth page is devoted to Poetry ; and the following lines, 
which may possibly be from the pen of Eli Lewis, describe 
the advantages of Harrisburg as a site for the "Federal 
town." 

Habbisbuegh Explained, 
in the following Petition. 

Whereas it is of consequence, 
Congress should fix its residence — 
That seat of honor and renown, 
Call'd long since the " federal town ;" 
The people now of Harrisburgh, 
From a conviction not absurd, 
That there's no other situation, 
Can equal this in all the nation ; 
Your honors do most humbly pray, 
To make it your abode for aye. 

Nature provideth here so ample, 

We only select a sample, 

Of what this blessed place affords, 

Enough to tempt a House of Lords ! 

Where'er you turn your wond'ring eyes, 

Ten thousand pleasing prospects rise ! 

The streams meandering thro' the vales, 

" Blue Hills," whose height no skies assails ; 

The air salubrious, sweet and bracing, 

All fogs, and noxious vapors chasing ; 

And as no mortal man can think, 

But what you all must eat and drink, 

Our market give, ye gods, such meat, 

As ye, in your own hotel's, eat ; 

We've beef and veal, and lamb and mutton, 

As fine as e'er was table put on ; 

And dunghill fowls, wild ducks and widgeons, 

And snipes, and geese, and quails and pigeons 

Pheasants, and ortolans, be sure, 

To please the daintiest Epicure. 

Our river gives us fish in plenty; 

Of sorts we reckon more than twenty — 
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As Shad and Salmon, pretty picking, 
Without a bone your throat to stick in ; 
That Susquehanna theme of song, 
Upon whose waves are borne along 
An hundred thousand loads of wheat, 
Transported in Tioga fleet — 
Tioga fleet! yes, here in peace, 
Congress may sit till time shall cease, 
Nor ships with horrid broadsides scare 'em, 
Nor soldier with a gun come near 'em. 

At present we've two hundred houses, 
All fill'd with loving wives and spouses ; 
But timber, shingles, scantling, boards, 
The neighborhood great store affords ; 
We'll give you stones all veined with blue, 
And thank you when you take them too ; 
But as for bricks, you pay for making, 
They cost us time and pains in baking ; 
We've carpenters and masons good, 
As ever work'd in stone or wood ; 
Artists in every kind of work, 
To build you houses in a jerk. 
We've tailors, saddlers and shoemakers, 
Printers, Bakers, and good clock makers ; 
Taverns in plenty too abound, 
And liquors of all sorts are found ; 
Besides all these, there are " extersort," 
We need not mention our superiors, 
Both for convenience and delight, 
To crown the day and 'eke out the night : 
Then come good Sirs make this your seat 
Where Nature's choicest bounties meet : — 
The public good prompts this petition, 
From yours with reverence and submission. 



An " Eastern Anecdote," copies of the following Acts of 
Congress : " An Act to Establish an Executive Department, 
to be denominated the Department of "War ;" " An Act to 
provide for the Government of the Territory North-west of 
the river Ohio;" "An Act providing for the Expenses 
which may attend Negotiations or Treaties with the Indian 
Tribes, and the appointment of Commissioners for managing 



The First Newspaper Published in Harrisburg, Penna. 256 

the same," approved by " G. Washington, President of the 
United States;" with the following "Advertisement Extra- 
ordinary," completes the make-up of the paper : 

ONE THOUSAND GUINEAS EEWAED. 

Ean away from the Subscriber, within a few years, his whole estate, 
consisting of houses, land, &c. They gradually and almost impercepti- 
bly stole away, after being put in motion by the magick art of one In- 
temperance, who then lived in the family. Any person who will put me 
in the re-possession of said Estate, shall be entitled to the above reward. 

TOPER. 

N. B. All persons are cautioned to beware of said Intemperance, who, 
as I am told, has established several places of rendezvous in almost 
every town, where numbers of the incautious are daily seduced. 



